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Hamilton recognized him as his most formidable opponent;
and it was not until he manfully acknowledged himself con-
vinced by Hamilton’s masterly logic, that the Empire state
was won to the Union. Six children were born to Judge
and Mrs. Martin, viz.: Leonard Martin; Annie, died in 1861;
Melancthon, died in infancy; Sarah; Morgan L., Jr., and
Debbie. Mrs. Martin and four of their children survive to
mourn the loss of husband and father.

In June, 1887, while a guest at “ Hazelwood,” the home
of Judge Martin, I had frequent interviews with him re-
garding Wisconsin men and affairs, during his sixty years’
residence here. The following narrative is the result.
‘While the language and arrangement are in a great meas-
ure necessarily the editor’s, the statements are those of the
judge. The manuscript was sent to him for revision, in
September, 1887, but the increase of infirmities incident to
advanced age induced him to beg for further extension of
time. He commenced work upon the MS., however, about
the middle of November, and every few days took it up and
added some note or explanatory sentence. During all this
time, also, he was answering a running fire of questions by
mail, relative to his recollections of other facts in early Wis-
consin history, not touched upon in his narrative, but covered
by matters included in this volume of Collections, much
valuable material for the purposes of annotation being
thereby contributed by him. The judge appeared to greatly
enjoy this sort of thing, in a desultory way, but the idea of
a continuous narrative rather depressed him with a sense
of personal responsibility. He was an exceedingly modest
man, and averse to crowding himself, or allowing himself to
be crowded, before the public. For this reason his narra-
tive does not include some interesting features which the
readers of this volume would have liked to have had pre-
sented to them. He had a keen memory, at the time this
narrative was jotted down, and would frequently digress
into what the newspapers would call a “spicy,” though
thoroughly good-humored and harmless, account of the in-
side workings of early statecraft in Wisconsin and the
peculiarities of the men of affairs in the territorial period,—



